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removing and replacing old infor-
mational traffic and street signs.
New village street signs will be in-
stalled to match the antique street-
lights.

“This construction is scheduled
to be completed by June 1, 2022.
Center Street will remain open to
traffic during construction.

“We apologize for any inconve-
nience this may cause. If you have
any questions, please contact the
Village of Lewiston Clerk’s Office
at 754-8271.”

Almost 11 months ago, the Ni-
agara River Region Chamber of
Commerce hosted a Q&A with
the New York State Department
of Transportation. At that time,
Assistant Regional Design Engi-
neer Sanjay Singh, PE., said his
agency first began framing a re-
pair plan for the state-controlled
roadway in 2019. He noted Welch
“visited our offices here ... and
explained her vision of what she
wants to see as part of this proj-
ect. We tried to incorporate as
many elements as we could.”

Singh further explained, “The
project in itself is about eight-
tenths of a mile long. It starts at

Center Street construction to Ik
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o

The Center Street face-lift process has commenced.

the intersection of Fourth Street
with Center Street, and extends
east up to the ramp from the ex-
pressway.

“The reason this project was
initiated was mainly to improve
the rideability of the pavement
surface. And this type of project
is called a preventive mainte-
nance project. The idea behind
preventive maintenance projects
comes from an old English adage
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or idiom that a stitch in time saves
nine. So, before the deterioration
of the pavement extends further
deeper into the pavement struc-
ture layers, if we can just scrape
off an inch-and-a-half off the top
of the asphalt pavement, and put
in a new layer, we can restrict the
deterioration from going into the
lower layers of the pavement —and
save a lot of expense. Because, if
we have to redo a reconstructed

roadway — which means remov-
ing two-and-a-half feet of roadway
and reconstruct it — that’s a very
expensive proposition.”

The remodel calls for revamped
traffic lights, poles, signs, cross-
walks and markers.

At the April 2021 meeting, Con-
struction Supervisor Lisa Bevi-
lacqua said, “They’re supposed
to pave curb to curb. So, as they
start paving, they’ll do one side of
the road, and then flip traffic and
do the other side of the road. A
segment, whether they go down
... a couple blocks one way or the
other, that should be paved curb
to curb by the end of the day so
there’s no joints.”

Moreover, “Once it’s milled,
people can park on it,” Bevilacqua
said. “There’s no problem driving
on the milled surface but, when
they're going to be working in
that immediate area, usually the
contractor will post temporary
‘No Parking’ signs on both sides
of the road where they’re going to
be working.”

Welch said she was told mill-
ing would take “approximately 15
minutes in front of a business. ...
It doesn’t take that long.”
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e place over spring

Singh also emphasized, “What
we have ... in the contract docu-
ments is there shall be no tempo-
rary lane or shoulder closures on
roadway facilities, designated on
... holidays and special events.”

Laborers have been on site
working at the intersection this
week.

Welch said, “They’re at Fifth
and Center digging, because they
can’t hold the traffic lights with
the wires anymore. So, they’re
putting those big arms across
— which are normally like alumi-
num, but I'm having them painted
black so they look better. And
then they agreed to do all our
new street signs. They wanted to
pick up the cost on that. All the
white signs on Center Street that
we had done over 20 years ago,
they’re all going to be gone. And
the new street signs will be black
poles to match our lampposts. It’ll
look really nice when it’s done.”

This reconstruction project,
funded by NYS DOT, was ex-
pected to begin last summer, but
was postponed due to delays in
acquiring necessary materials.

HAL looks into Lewiston

archaeology

The Historical Association of
Lewiston’s next program is “The
Archaeology of Lewiston and
Western New York.” Douglas Per-
relli will speak at 7 p.m. Thursday,
March 24, at the Lutheran Church
of the Messiah Fellowship Hall,
915 Oneida St.

Perrelli will discuss the history
and archaeology of Western New
York, with an emphasis on sites
near Lewiston. He will describe
the timeline of human habitation
in the region, introduce how field
work is done, and what can be
learned from archaeological sites
and features. He will display some
artifacts from his digs.

Perrelli, Ph.D., is a registered
professional archaeologist with
over 30 years of experience per-
forming archaeological and his-
toric preservation work in New
York. He subscribes to the Society
for American Archaeology and
New York Archaeological Coun-
cil's (NYAC) code of ethics and
practice, has upheld this code as a
NYAC board member since 1998,
and has served several terms as
NYAC president.

Perrelli has been a member of
the Society for American Archaeol-
ogy since 1993 and of the Register
for Professional Archaeologists
since 2001. He currently serves as
chair for the New York State Board
for Historic Preservation, and the
board’s archaeology committee.
He has been the director of the
University at Buffalo archaeologi-
cal survey since 2001, and has a
clinical assistant professor appoint-
ment in the anthropology depart-
ment at UB.

HAL said, “He brings consider-
able experience and knowledge
about New York state historic and
precontact archaeology, and the
workings of numerous boards,
councils, societies and committees
to the table. His research interests
include Iroquoian archaeology, the
study of stone tools and cultural re-
source management in the context
of historic preservation.”

This community event is free
and open to all, and refreshments
will be served.
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